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History is littered with people who

have made those miscalculations be-
fore. Now the Taliban and al-Qaeda are
about to share their fate. The battle is
not yet fully won, though victory, at
least in this first battle of this new war
against terrorism, has taken sufficient
form that we can see the outlines of
success.

Before this war on terrorism targets
new adversaries, there will be the mat-
ter of how to bring to justice those who
created these crimes, murdered our
people, and attacked our Nation. Presi-
dent Bush has suggested a military tri-
bunal that would hear the evidence and
render justice. It is an important deci-
sion for our country. We have always,
in dealing with criminal cases in our
country, taken enormous pride in that
the accused is afforded every right and
assumed to have every innocence until
convicted in full accord with our Con-
stitution.

After declarations of war and mili-
tary campaigns, in those instances
when people have committed either
atrocities against humanity or engaged
in military hostilities outside of the
conduct of the rules of war, they have
been brought to justice; they have been
tried by military justice.

Now we are engaged in a new kind of
war. Our adversaries wear no uniforms.
They may not belong to the army of
any recognized state. Our country re-
ceived no declaration of war, according
to the articles of war of civilized na-
tions. So the actions of President Bush
in bringing the leaders of al-Qaeda, or
the Taliban, to justice are precedent.
But they need not be controversial.
The Taliban and al-Qaeda may not
have been in the family of nations, but
the law is not blind. By their actions
and their words, Bin Laden and the
Taliban leadership declared war on the
United States of America. The destruc-
tion of American civilian aircraft into
our greatest cities and the offices of
the U.S. Government and the taking of
thousands of lives was an act of war,
not a civilian crime.

It would have been no different had
an aircraft with a foreign flag dropped
a bomb on New York or Washington.
The orders given would have been the
same, the consequences identical, and
should stand before the law on an equal
basis. The leaders of the Taliban and
al-Qaeda are entitled to military jus-
tice, to be heard before a military tri-
bunal of either the U.S. military or the
assembled military leadership of the
allies in this endeavor. But they are
not entitled to sit in a civilian court
provided for American citizens under
the Constitution of this country for the
rights of our people and those who
enter our shores.

The level of justice may not be the
same in a military tribunal as in a ci-
vilian court, but it is justice. They can
be heard as any other military adver-
sary.

Before leaving on this Thanksgiving
holiday, I wish to say how proud I have
been of this Congress, my country, and

our Armed Forces. This is not what
any of us wanted for the 21st century.
We all believed that somehow only
months ago as the 20th century came
to a close, our time was going to be dif-
ferent.

Through all the ravages of the 20th
century, the disappointment, the de-
struction, the genocide, finally men
and women had come of age. We under-
stood the foolishness of combat, the
recklessness of armed struggle, the
uselessness of combat. We had built in-
stitutions to resolve our international
differences. While cultures, faiths, and
languages might differ, there at least
was emerging some common under-
standing of the principles of govern-
ance, justice, and self-respect.

It would appear that our enthusiasm
for a new time was either misplaced or
poorly timed. Not only do these open-
ing years of the 21st century not appear
to be an improvement on all we experi-
enced in the 20th century, but they
look remarkably similar to the 18th or
19th centuries.

All human progress is not forward.
All nations do not advance at the same
speed. All cultures have not learned
history the same. Yet we are patient
and hopeful. If anything characterizes
the people of the United States, it is
our boundless optimism. From this ter-
rible experience, perhaps we can at
least take this to salvage those many
years still remaining in the 21st cen-
tury to make our time different. In the
destruction of al-Qaeda and the
Taliban, a message will at least be re-
ceived by those who would harbor ter-
rorists or those who would collaborate
in these actions: Our kindness is not
weakness; our laws do not provide you
opportunities to take advantage of our
justice; we are strong, we are resolved,
and we are determined to defend our-
selves, our children, and our future, as
every generation before us. We are a
good and a great people, but we are a
strong and determined people. We have
our place in the future, our role in the
world, and it will not be compromised.
It will not be taken from us.

Much of this planet has decided upon
some common norms of justice and
conduct, to conduct ourselves in peace
within institutions. All nations are
welcome to join in them according to
their own traditions, their own laws,
and their own faiths, but the age when
nations or organizations would be per-
mitted to operate against all human
experience and all rules of decency are
over.

We have only perhaps begun to defeat
one terrorist organization in one coun-
try, but surely the lessons from this
experience are unmistakable and are
heard on every corner of the globe.

That is my hope and my prayer for
this Thanksgiving. Godspeed to every
American soldier wherever he or she
may be on this holiday. May you be
home for Christmas; may we not have
to call upon you again. But if we do,
may you serve with the same distinc-
tion, courage, and valor that every

American has seen in your actions in
these last few weeks.

f

THE OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF OUR MILITARY
MEN AND WOMEN
Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, I want

to quickly discuss recent news that
U.S. forces are engaged on the ground
in Afghanistan. Though it isn’t yet cer-
tain the details of this report, if this is
a new assault in our war on terrorism
or whether this is the continuation of
our current operations, I would like to
raise the attention of everyone to the
outstanding service and dedication
that our military men and women are
showing in the war on terrorism. It is
their sacrifice and selfless service that
has taken the war on terrorism to the
terrorists themselves. As we have seen
since last week, our military is fully
engaged and we are seeing the suc-
cesses of their many missions. As I
have always said, the backbone of our
military is not technology or weapons,
but the people. Our brave military men
and women are waging this fight today
and we need to remember them and
their families in this difficult time.

f

COMMENDING THE MEN AND
WOMEN WHO HAVE KEPT THE
SENATE SAFE AND RUNNING IN
A DIFFICULT MONTH
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, yester-

day marked 1 month since the letter
containing anthrax was opened in my
office. Being at ‘‘ground zero’’ in the
largest bioterrorism attack ever on
U.S. soil has been unsettling and frus-
trating for many of us. As our Nation
prepares to celebrate Thanksgiving,
though, there is much for which we in
the Senate family have to be grateful.

On a personal note, I am deeply
grateful that the members of my staff
who were exposed to anthrax continue
to be in good health and good spirits
and they continue to come to work
every day, inspiring our entire staff
with their courage and dedication. I am
grateful, as well, that the other mem-
bers of our Senate family who were ex-
posed also continue to be in good
health. I am grateful to the doctors
and scientists who have worked long
hours to protect Americans from this
threat, not just on Capitol Hill, but in
Washington, Trenton, New York and
even as far away as Kansas City.

I am particularly grateful to a spe-
cial group of people who have kept the
Senate safe and running during this
unprecedented time. At the top of that
list is Al Lenhardt, the Senate’s Ser-
geant at Arms, and his staff. If there
was ever a case of the right person, in
the right job, at the right time, it is Al
Lenhardt. On September 11, Al had
been Sergeant at Arms for exactly 1
week. I don’t believe he has taken a
day off work since then. The first Sat-
urday morning after the anthrax letter
was opened, he was at work in the Cap-
itol, surrounded by scientists and in-
vestigators. He had been at work until
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